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Genus Diaphorus Meigen, 1824 

 
 

Check list from Chandler et al (2008) 
hoffmannseggii Meigen, 1830   
nigricans Meigen, 1824   
oculatus (Fallén, 1823)   
winthemi Meigen, 1824 
 
 

References 

 
d'Assis Fonseca (1978) Handbooks for the identification of British insects, 
Volume 9 part 5: Diptera Orthorrhapha Brachycera, Dolichopodidae.  Royal 
Entomological Society 
 
Parent (1938) Faune de France 35 Dipteres Dolichopodidae.  Paul 
Lechevalier et fils 
 
 
 
Medium to small species, in which the eyes are touching or almost touching 
on the frons in the males.  Antennae inserted unusually low on the head in 
both sexes.  Hind coxa with the outer bristle placed very close to the base.  
Wings usually rather wedge-shaped, widest before the middle.  Dorsocentral 
bristles in two rows on the thorax.  First segment of the antennae bare. 
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Genus Diaphorus  
Key to British species (males) 

 
 
(click for females) 
 
1 Halteres black. Thorax deep black. Abdomen entirely 

black. 2.75-3 mm. Hypopygium as shown. ................. 
 .......... Diaphorus nigricans 

 Scotland: Inverness-shire, Dunbartonshire & Kirkcudbrightshire. England 
and Wales: Yorkshire, Glamorgan, Hertfordshire, Somerset, Wiltshire, Kent, 
Hampshire and Sussex. Ireland: Down. Usually fairly common where it 
occurs.  July to August. 

 
 
 
  Halteres yellow. Thorax not velvet black. ..................................................2 
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21 Abdomen entirely dark. Eyes slightly but distinctly separated. Thorax dark 
metallic green, rather shining. About 3.75 mm. ........................................... 

 .......... Diaphorus winthemi 
 Only British records known: Freshwater (I.O.W., Hampshire), 1946, 1 female in nest of Crabronid 

wasp, together with Chrysotus neglectus Wied. (K. G. Blair); Plashety (Sussex), 3/7/1868 (G. H. 
Verrall). Very rare. 

 
 
 

Abdomen translucent yellow at base. Eyes touching or practically so. 
Thorax dulled by somewhat thick, greyish dust. ........................................3 
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32 Femora yellow, only hind pair darkened at apex. Front 
tibia with a ventral fringe of long hairs, including at least 3 
conspicuously longer ones. About 4.5 mm. ...................... 

 .......... Diaphorus hoffmannseggi 
 Only authentic records known: Monnow, Valley (Herefordshire), and 

Lyndhurst (Hampshire).  Very rare. 
 
 
 
 
 All femora black, at least on basal two-thirds. Front tibia ventrally short-

haired.  3.75-4.25 mm. ....................................................................... 
 .......... Diaphorus oculatus 

 England and Wales: Cumberland, Lancashire, Yorkshire, Merionethshire, Huntingdonshire, 
Suffolk, Pembrokeshire, Hertfordshire, Berkshire, Somerset, Wiltshire, Surrey, Kent, Devon, 
Hampshire and Sussex. Ireland: Kerry. Not uncommon.  June to August. 
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Genus Diaphorus 

Key to British species (females) 
 
(click to return to males) 
 
1 Longer hairs towards the bottom of the back of the eye pale, 

whitish or yellow ..................................................................2 
 
 
 
 

These longer hairs black. ..........................................................................3 
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21 Middle tibia with both anteroventral and posteroventral 
bristles. Palps mainly yellow, dark only at base. About 3.5 
mm. ................................................................................... 
.......... Diaphorus winthemi 

 Only British records known: Freshwater (I.O.W., Hampshire), 1946, 1 female in 
nest of Crabronid wasp, together with Chrysotus neglectus Wied. (K. G. Blair); 
Plashety (Sussex), 3/7/1868 (G. H. Verrall). Very rare. 

 
 
 
 Middle tibia with 1 or 2 anteroventral bristles, without posteroventral 

bristles. Palpi mainly or largely dark, pale only towards tip. 3.5-4 mm. ....... 
 .......... Diaphorus oculatus 

 England and Wales: Cumberland, Lancashire, Yorkshire, Merionethshire, Huntingdonshire, 
Suffolk, Pembrokeshire, Hertfordshire, Berkshire, Somerset, Wiltshire, Surrey, Kent, Devon, 
Hampshire and Sussex. Ireland: Kerry. Not uncommon.  June to August. 
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31 Legs entirely black, at most knees narrowly yellow. Middle tibia without 
bristles beneath. 2.5-3 mm. ......................................................................... 

 .......... Diaphorus nigricans 

 Scotland: Inverness-shire, Dunbartonshire & Kirkcudbrightshire. England & Wales: Yorkshire, 
Glamorgan, Hertfordshire, Somerset, Wiltshire, Kent, Hampshire and Sussex. Ireland: Down. 
Usually fairly common where it occurs.  June to July. 

 
 
 
 Front and middle femora entirely yellow. Middle tibia with one or more 

bristles beneath. About 4.5 mm. .................................................................. 
 .......... Diaphorus hoffmannseggi 
 Only authentic records known: Monnow, Valley (Herefordshire), and Lyndhurst (Hampshire).  Very 

rare. 
 


